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January 25, 2007 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 
 
The Committee on Environment and Energy met on January 25, 2007, with Chairman Robert Trane, 
presiding and Committee Members Alderman Rebekah Gewirtz and William Roche also present and voting. 
Also present were Mayor Joe Curtatone, Michael Lambert from the Mayor’s Office, Peter Miller from the 
Office of Sustainability, members of Somerville Climate Action, members of Groundwork Somerville and 
members of the public. 
 
The committee met for the purpose of participating in an online webcast presented by NALGEP dealing with 
Local Government Climate Change and Energy Efficiency Strategies.  Other cities/agencies participating 
were Boise, Idaho; Seattle, Washington; Chicago, Illinois; Utah Air Quality; Orange County, FL; 
Philadelphia, PA; Aurora, CO; 
 
The moderator was Paul Connor, executive Director of the National Association of Local Government 
Environmental Professionals, (www.nalgep.org), a  non-profit organization based in Washington D. C. 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
The first speaker, Brendan Daily, from the City of Chicago gave an overview of some of the challenges 
being faced by local governments in dealing with environmental issues and some of the solutions being 
undertaken in his city.  Chicago’s efforts began years ago with Mayor Daly’s program to plant trees in the 
city and has evolved into a major segment of its local government, today.  The city has developed various 
incentives and is making use of available grants for the installation of green technology.  In 2005, Chicago 
developed its Environmental Action Agenda, consisting of 16 sub-committees, each headed by a city 
department head.  Mr. Daily told those in attendance that when considering green issues, it is important to 
include alternative fuel vehicles and re-fueling stations.  Beyond the fuel issues, Chicago has undertaken a 
program of urban heat island mapping, where specific heat retaining areas are identified and dealt with and 
has also made residential energy efficiency programs available to its citizens.  On the corporate side, 
Chicago has established the Industrial Rebuild Program, which performs energy audits and makes 
recommendations to private industries 
 
The next speaker was Steve Nicholas, Director of the Seattle Office of Sustainability and Environment.  Mr. 
Nicholas outlined Seattle’s Climate Action Plan and spoke to the need to raise our expectations.  Green 
initiatives, said Mr. Nichols, carry with them local impacts, opportunities, responsibility and leverage.  The 
Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement, a collaborative of cities throughout the country that have pledged to 
take green initiatives, has 376 members to date.  Mr. Nicholas said that the City of Seattle needs to reduce its 
dependence on cars and to increase fuel efficiency through various initiatives including purchasing hybrid 

http://www.nalgep.org/


vehicles and using bio-diesel.  A community awareness campaign has been undertaken and neighborhood 
matching funds have been made available for climate solutions. 
 
Mr. Mills stated that he is working on a city-wide audit to reduce energy consumption.  The city will release 
its environmental plan in the next few months. 
 
No papers were acted on. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                                                                               
Alderman Robert Trane, Chairman 
Committee on Environmental Energy 
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